EDUCATION
their studies with but slight loss of time. About fifty
have transferred to the study of medicine, and will be-
come children's physicians. The four hundred and fifty
professional practitioners of pedology must requalify for
teaching by from six to ten months of additional study."
CONCLUSION
It will be clear to the reader that the Soviet system of
education differs widely from ours.
The administration is centralized in Narkompros, the
Mossoviet department of education being an executive
branch of Narkompros, and there is neither public nor local
control as we understand the terms. Vital decisions of
policy, the length of the compulsory school life, the kind of
education to be provided before and after the compulsory
age, the amount of money to be spent on education, even
the date by which the tvvo-shift system is to be abolished, are
not the result of public discussion, either national or local.
The elected members of Mossoviet who serve on the edu-
cation section help to keep the administration in touch with
popular feeling, but they have no power to question, or to
decide, important matters such as those that I have enu-
merated. These are settled by Sovnarkom and the Central
Committee of the Communist Party, and once a decree is
issued no discussion is possible.
There is no local autonomy as with us, which means that
one authority can spend more and another spend less on its
children, nor can one town choose to admit children of pre-
school age and another to exclude them altogether. There
is strict equality of expenditure between town and town,
village and village.
One wonders how much freedom the teachers have in
their own schools or how much influence in moulding
educational policy through their professional organizations.
On the questions of discipline, methods of teaching, or, as
we have seen of classification of children, the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party issues decrees; In similar
cases our Board of Education would make "Suggestions55.
As their education administration differs from ours, so
does their conception of education. In / Write as I Please
Walter Duranty quotes a foreign correspondent in Moscow
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